He Said-She Said: Bi-Racial Dating Causing Family Problems
EDITOR'S NOTE: is a biweekly advice column for singles featuring a question from a Crosswalk.com reader with
responses from a male and female rhaps he knew you needed to grow in areas of patience and waiting on God.
Either way, as you walk closer to God, listening and waiting for his guidance, you will know by the other truths
God will reveal if this man is the one He has chosen for you. Be careful to not create your own destiny, but
allow the Spirit to set up the next encounters with this man. It's way better, believe me.
Note: Due to copyright restrictions, only Kris’ answer is listed below. If you would like to see Cliff’s answer, go to
www.Crosswalk.com

QUESTION: I'm really attracted to a girl in my young adult's group. I'm black and she is white, which is not
a problem for me and I don't think it is for her. The issue is her family. During one of our meetings she
mentioned in passing how her family would not be (let's just say) "pleased" if she brought a black guy home.
I can see a possibility that it could get serious between us, but I don't want to cause a rift in her relationship
with her family. I don't know how this could affect our relationship (if we ever have one) short and long
term. Any advice would be great.
SHE SAID:
Thanks for being so open and real about your desire and heart for this young lady. In today's society it has
become much more open to date those of other races. God's word says we are to be equally yoked This is
equally yoked not only in what we believe spiritually, but also in the goals and vision God has given us. So based
on the grounds of God's word, it sounds like you are equally yoked.
So then how do you start to break down the wall, the "old mindset" of her parents? First, no matter what, there
will be a struggle. People have a hard time changing. It's not that they won't like you as a person - but someone
who might marry their daughter is another thing. Some of the apprehensions are real, in that you as a couple
might face other obstacles that a same-race couple would not. But of course, all couples face struggles at some
point in time no matter what race they are.
So what do you do? I think it is up to the young lady to talk to her parents first as you are an outsider at this
point. I know for me personally I have told my mom over and over that God has never said I couldn't date or
marry someone outside my race. She knows this and is in agreement but would still struggle with it. I love my
mom and wouldn't want to her hurt but at the same time, I would need to follow what God is saying to me.
So if you have both prayed about it, I would move forward. I would go slow, realizing you are about to change
everything her parents have ever known. They may or may not accept you. This is be the first of several obstacles
you may face as a mixed couple. But, if you feel God has called you to be together, then God will prepare you
for whatever comes your way. Just keep Christ as your focus and main person from whom you need approval.
But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well (Matthew 6:33).

SHE is … Kris Swiatocho, the President and Director of TheSinglesNetwork.org Ministries and FromHisHands.com
Ministries. Kris has served in ministry in various capacities for the last 25 years. An accomplished trainer
and mentor, Kris has a heart to reach and grow leaders so they will in turn reach and grow others. She
is the author of three books: Singles and Relationships: A 31-Day Experiment (co-authored with Dick Purnell
of Single Life Resources); From the Manger to the Cross: The Women in Jesus' Life; and the most recent,
Jesus, Single Like Me with Study Questions (includes a leader's guide and conference/retreat of the same
name).
DISCLAIMER: We are not trained psychologists or licensed professionals. We're just average folk who understand
what it's like to live the solo life in the twenty-first century. We believe that the Bible is our go-to guide for
answers to all of life's questions, and it's where we'll go for guidance when responding to your questions. Also,
it's important to note that we write our answers separately (we think they sound eerily similar sometimes,
too!).
GOT A QUESTION? If you've got a question about anything related to singleness or living the single life, please
submit it to hesaid-shesaid@crosswalk.com (selected questions will be posted anonymously). While we are
unable to answer every inquiry, we do hope that this column will be an encouragement to you. Click here to
visit the He Said-She Said archives.
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