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"I love being single because . . . I hate being single because . . . " is my new topic that I have been discussing with singles
from every walk of life lately. From widows to single parents to never marrieds to twenty-somethings, from black, white,
Hispanic and Asian, I have asked the same question: "What do you love/like about being single and what do you hate/dislike?"

“Well, to be honest, I don't like anything about being single. What is so great about it?” said one single woman named
Missy. “I mean, isn't it wrong to be single? Shouldn't everyone be focused on being married? If I told you what I liked about
being single, God might think I want to stay single. I just can't do that . . . stay single.”

Wow. Did I hear what I thought I heard? Talking about what is good or what you liked about being single might tell God
you are OK with it and as a result, keep you there? As I spent some extra time with Missy, I shared with her the value of
being single—that there are some great things. But I will share more on that later. In the meantime, I want to share with
you what some others have said about what they loved or hated about being single. As I asked these questions, I was
encouraged to hear some of the answers. Some of you are truly happy and content where God has you while others are
still struggling. I pray as you read that you will allow the Lord to ask you these same questions and be honest with him
in your answers. They just might surprise you.

What do you love/like about being single? What do you hate/dislike about being single?

Joan, single mom with grown kids, 50 . . .

LOVE/LIKE: What I love about being single is how God uses me regardless of my marital status. I get joy from being able
to be flexible and fluid to pursue dreams, goals and assignments as the Lord lays them out. I like the relational capital
that is available to me. I meet people at social events, meetings, in ministry, through friends and a variety of ways. It is
through building relationships that I am able to cross-match spiritual gifts and natural ability as the Lord leads me. Plus,
it’s fun! I enjoy that my life is complete in him, as I am not standing idly by waiting for God to give me a mate. I can
move in the things of the Lord with boldness, confidence and complete joy.

HATE/DISLIKE: Truthfully, how utterly shallow others’ perception is of being single. I personally don't like to see others
limiting themselves because they don't have a mate. Probably at my life stage as an empty nester, I miss the physical
intimacy the most.

I love Joan's attitude regarding her singleness. She has finally learned that this is a season to do what God wants her to
do. That whether you are married or single, the goal is the same—to pursue the Lord and what he wants.

So then let us pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding (Rom. 14:19).

Eric, divorced, single dad with a child, 49 . . .

LOVE/LIKE: I like that I am free to do what I want without having to get approval and compromise on every decision. Just



deciding where to eat requires approval when you are married. I like that I can date or not date depending on my mood.
I love that when I travel it is half price. Marriage is compromise. Single is a great time to appreciate who you are, work
on what you want to become, and do it without scrutiny. I loved having a family, but since that didn't work out, I love
being a single dad.

HATE/DISLIKE: I hate being divorced for my child.

Eric may be able to do what he wants now, but he still needs to live an example worthy for his child and God. I love that
he is aware of how his divorce has affected his child. My own mother grieved the loss of her first marriage and how it
affected her kids. But she knew she had to divorce. But through her time of singleness, of being a single mother, she led
by example. She often spoke of her mistakes, while allowing us to see her pain. She made sure she would live a life worthy
of the Lord, living the example we needed to see. I would encourage Eric to remember his child is watching him as well
as others.

Don't lord it over the people assigned to your care, but lead them by your own good example (1 Peter 5:3).

Rob, always single, 25 . . .

LOVE/LIKE: I have never really thought about it too much. I guess I just like the freedom of my singleness, of being young
and single. I know I am going to get married. I look forward to that.

HATE/DISLIKE: I like having a girlfriend so when I don't, I usually work toward having one. I guess I don't like being alone.

When I heard Rob's answer I just smiled as he was so optimistic about life. He just knew he would be married, so being
single wasn't that big of a deal right now. He also felt he was still a kid in many ways, not having to worry about such
serious matters. What concerned me about Rob was the fact that he always felt he had to have someone, even at his
young age. Why was this? Had he been left alone as a child too much? Had his parents divorced, and he felt abandoned?
What doesn't seem like a big deal now will grow over time. He will end up going from one relationship to another with
no real commitment. My advice to Rob was that he learn to be alone with the Lord only. That being alone could be a
wonderful thing as it allows time to get to know yourself. It allows time to make changes. If you only see yourself as a
double, then how does the Lord truly know who YOU are?

"Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be scattered, each to his own home, and will leave me
alone. Yet I am not alone, for the Father is with me. I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In
the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world”(John 16:32-33).

Susie, always single, 32 . . .

LOVE/LIKE: The freedom to spend more time in my work, and (selfishly) the freedom to build my schedule.

HATE/DISLIKE: I'd love to have a partner, someone who is looking out for me, protecting me, challenging me, etc.

Susie, I know firsthand, has learned to be very independent. She has had to rely on herself through the Lord's help to get
through life. Due to the type of work she does, it requires a lot of time. Time that if she was married would be jeopardized.
She knows it’s a catch-22. Sometimes her work gets in the way of personal relationships. She loves what she does but
sometimes questions that maybe a different career would help get her a mate. My advice to Susie is to simply know God
can bring a mate anywhere. But to continue to pursue the path he has given her. And to know God is your mate and he
is the one protecting, looking out and challenging you. I know it’s something we all know . . . but do we really believe
it?



 go" (Joshua 1:9).

 feelings as well. Married people for the most part do not get what being single is about. They ignore us, are afraid of us
 (it might rub off), keep us from serving in leadership at our churches, never call us to see if we need help, etc. And if
 you are a single parent, they forget about the extra needs you might have. If we are truly one body with many parts,
 what has happened to the other parts? I join Mike in prayer that married adults would seek to build friendships with
 singles, learning about who we are, support and encourage us. Remember, unless you do die when your spouse dies, you
 will be single (just like Mike). Then what are you going to do with your life?

 then you need to make some changes. Sometimes this lack of support may be solely because people do not know what
 you need. Involve yourself in the body and see how the body may become involved in your life.

 Day drawing near (Heb. 10:25).

 cuddling and sex. As a young adult I did not wait on God and chose to have sex. I would spend several years going from
 relationship to relationship, seeking something that only God could provide. Once I gave my life to Christ, I chose not to
 have sex again. I chose for God to fulfill all my needs, even the intimate ones. I know he made my body, and he knows
 how it works. I know he knows what I need and what I don't need. I choose to trust in him and his timing for all things.
 Are there some tough days? Of course. But as with most things, they pass, especially as I keep my eyes focused on him.

 toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus (Phil. 3:13-14).

 the table every day. But that is also what I dislike. As much as doing all those things required daily discipline and in some
 ways being single allows me to not be in such a rush, this discipline helped keep me focused and on target. I seemed to



 get a lot more done.

 of mystery. I know Joyce personally and can tell you that even though she desperately misses her husband who has passed,
 she is learning to be all that God wants her to be as a single. She isn't sure of the next steps but knows that her Savior
 will be there with her as she makes them.

 staff, they comfort me (Psa. 23:4).

 who would hear the gospel but rejected it, and by his own disciples. He had the entire world on his shoulders to bear.
 So he knows firsthand what you are feeling as a single. However, being lonely is defined as "without hope." As a Christian,
 we have hope. So next time the enemy makes you feel like you are lonely, remember that more than likely you are feeling
 alone. Pray and ask God what this alone time is about. Is God trying to talk with you and you don't want to listen?

 watch for one hour?" (Mark 14:37).

 I hate everything, everything about being single. Jesus had his cross, I guess I have mine, too.

 Raul is coming from. There is a point when you feel called to be married and when it doesn't happen you can get very
 frustrated with God, especially if you have done your part. Oh, wait a minute, define “your part.” Why does God allow
 some singles to get married and others not? Well, I don't have a perfect answer for you, however, I do know that some
 of us are not healthy enough to be married. Sure, we could just get married and it be horrible, ending in divorce. But is
 that the answer?

 going to bless them with a spouse until they get healthier, so that their marriage is healthy. Some singles are single due
 to sin such as being in personal debt/abusing credit cards, laziness, selfishness, etc. But others are single because I believe
 with my whole heart it is not the path God is leading them on. For God's purpose is far above anything we could come
 up with. So I know some of you are still angry with God but considering we are on this earth for such a short time, perhaps
 this anger should be directed to be used in the right way. In the meantime, get some counseling to find out if there is
 anything in you that needs to be dwelt with.



 right hand (Psa. 16:11).

 be a support for them, encourage them. I also like being single because I found out what I do want in a marriage and what
 I don't want again.

 it’s hard to not want it again.

 else going through the same thing. I remember years ago my mom asked me why I share so much about my past. I told
 her that everything that has happened to me (whether my choice or the Lord's) is used by God to help others. Through
 my own mistakes, God has shown me his forgiveness and his plan for healing. As singles, we need to be available to help
 others in their journey.

 let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully (Rom. 12:8).

 money and time. Because I have been married and single, I realize as a single I am more apt to try new things.

 it's also very nice to know someone is waiting for you.

 to put people in your life who will hold you accountable. It's one thing to value your independence and freedom, but not
 having accountability can lead to destruction. I encouraged Pam, like all of us, to ask people to come into your life that
 will hold you accountable to God, to them and yourself. If you know you struggle with a certain sin, have others praying
 and asking you the hard questions. Accountability helps us all to grow to be more like God.

 honest before the Lord in what you liked or didn't like about it was healthy. It allows you to hear if you are truly content
 with where you are until God moves you. It allows you to hear your own voice, listening for anger and lack of trust. It
 allows healing to begin of past hurts. It's OK to be angry about where God has you. But it’s also OK to be happy and full
 of joy.

 my singleness and love it. I love the uniqueness of my life. I love being able to stop during the day and visit with a friend,



 shop for a new pair of shoes, have a long phone call without having to concern myself of a spouse. I like and love the
 most the freedom that being single gives me. I also love the spiritual freedom of being single. I can talk to ANYONE about
 Christ, not worrying if it’s appropriate as a single woman. I can stop during my day/evening to share Christ. I can go on
 mission trips abroad, help with local missions and serve without concern of a spouse.

 (well, you hope) would provide. I miss having someone to share some of my deepest thoughts and fears. Someone who
 really gets me and loves me anyway. But because I HAVE been single for a while now, I have learned to be content. I have
 learned to turn to the Lord to meet all my needs, even the ones a mate would provide. And as a result, my life of being
 single has become a life of joy. I see my singleness as a place of power, of purpose and of passion.

 life.
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