
He Said She Said: Can I Be Poor and Still Invest ina  Relationship

EDITOR'S NOTE: He Said-She Said is a biweekly advice column for singles featuring a question from a
Crosswalk.com reader with responses from a male and female point of view. If you've got a question
about anything related to singleness or living the single life, please submit it to hesaid-
shesaid@crosswalk.com  (selected questions will be posted anonymously).

QUESTION:A healthy  relationship requires sufficient time and money, particularly on the part of
the man. However, there are times when men earn so little, and still struggle. As they toil and
moil, time flies by so quickly and some end up in unhealthy, come-we-stay kind of arrangements.
This is obviously unacceptable in Christian circles. How can a man of integrity start and manage
a relationship when he doesnít have enough money? Could a constant lack of finances be Godís
call into celibacy? Should this man of integrity keep looking for the money to manage the relationship
even as his age advances? Arenít late marriages vulnerable to more problems given the fact that
the man and woman may not have the strength to bring up children when they are so advanced
in age?

SHE SAID:

My first thoughts when reading your question is that you have obviously had an experience dating
someone, or wanted to date someone, who had not quite reached the financial stability they were
seeking. I have a male friend who feels very strongly that he should be able to provide for his family-
to-be. That he would prefer that his future wife stay at home, specifically when they start having kids.
If this is going to happen, he has to be in such a place financially that he can do this. However, I -like
you- know that some men may never be able to financially support a wife and kids alone. And as a
result, they may need to take a chance and pray that with both of their incomes, they could provide
a home together with kids. Either way, it has to be something God had led you to do.

As a teacher of the word, I speak to all audiences, but specifically to single adults. As a part of this
teaching, I encourage singles to work on themselves before seeking a mate. If they are in debt, have
low self-esteem, are unhealthy, etc. they may need to make some changes. If their focus is on God,
then God will tell them what needs to be changed and will help them make those changes. God will
also tell you when you should be dating.

In my experience, the number one reason why relationships fail is lack of communication. The second
is finances. Why in the world would you want to enter into a relationship with a man who can't pay
his bills, can't manage his funds? There will be problems from the start.

Now, on the flip side. I do sympathize with you in regards to "when" a man will be ready to date and
get married. Is it when he makes $50,000 a year, $100,000? What would most men say they need to
make to feel they can take care of a wife and kids? As I have gotten older and especially when I began
my public ministry I realized just how little I could live off. I know, with proper money management



skills, reducing debt, using coupons, and more, any couple can make it even off the lowest of incomes.
Maybe they can't have a big family but they can certainly have at least one kid. Maybe they can't buy
a house or have two cars but they can rent an apartment and take the bus.

So what is the hold up? Well, if it is something God had told them, they are worth the wait. As in all
things, God will give you both the strength, direction and peace about it all. God's way is always worth
the wait.

LORD, I wait for you; you will answer, Lord my God ().

SHE is … Kris Swiatocho, the President and Director of TheSinglesNetwork.org Ministries and
FromHisHands.com Ministries. Kris has served in ministry in various capacities for the last 25 years.
An accomplished trainer and mentor, Kris has a heart to reach and grow leaders so they will in turn
reach and grow others. She is the author of three books: Singles and Relationships: A 31-Day Experiment
(co-authored with Dick Purnell of Single Life Resources); From the Manger to the Cross: The Women
in Jesus' Life; and the most recent, Jesus, Single Like Me with Study Questions (includes a leader's
guide and conference/retreat of the same name).

DISCLAIMER: We are not trained psychologists or licensed professionals. We're just average folk who
understand what it's like to live the solo life in the twenty-first century. We believe that the Bible
is our go-to guide for answers to all of life's questions, and it's where we'll go for guidance when
responding to your questions. Also, it's important to note that we write our answers separately.

GOT A QUESTION? If you've got a question about anything related to singleness or living the single life,
please submit it to hesaid-shesaid@crosswalk.com (selected questions will be posted anonymously).
While we are unable to answer every inquiry, we do hope that this column will be an encouragement
to you. Click here to visit the He Said-She Said .
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