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The Grace Place church has a heart for singles and several years ago it was in their goals and strategies to start a Singles Ministry. At the time Suzanne Adams, Assistant to the Senior Pastor and previous Financial Director there, was asked to start up and lead a singles ministry. When asked, her first thought was “Me? How could I lead a ministry? I already have a full time job being the pastor’s assistant.” Pastor Rick Addison explained to Suzanne that the church was offering her a full-time position as Singles Director and would hire another assistant.  

Before giving an answer Suzanne prayed and asked God for His will, direction and guidance. Feeling very inadequate for the position, she prayed and she wrote in her journal, “BY FAITH, any believer can claim the Holy Spirit’s power to do the work of Christ. When the Holy Spirit works, there is movement, excitement and growth. He gives us motivation, energy and ability to get the gospel to the whole world.” After receiving confirmation that God was asking her to accept this new opportunity, Suzanne also wanted to discuss it with her husband, Art. As he listened to her heart and her passion, as well as, her confirmation from God, he agreed. If God wants her to do this then he would support her in any way he could!  

Suzanne’s passion for the Grace Singles Ministry comes from her own experience of going through a divorce, being a single mom raising two children on her own, and finding hope and contentment in her singleness when she claimed the promise from Jeremiah 29:11, ' “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans not to harm you but to prosper you, plans for a hope and a future.” '  Her dream and vision for the new singles ministry was for God to build community where those who might isolate themselves, and who might not feel accepted or valued as a single person would come and find the love of their Heavenly Father. In addition, her goals included ministering to all, so that they might become "whole and complete in Him", becoming fully-devoted Christ followers who would build authentic friendships and find contentment in their singleness.

Since there were no single ministries in the community, there was no model to look at and see where to begin. So, she fully relied on God, remembering that, “I can do ALL things through Christ who strengthens me.”  Philippines 4:13. The first group out of the church's DivorceCare ministry and with much prayer, developed into two singles' Bibles studies, divided by age group. In addition, to connect the singles to a church as well as to each other, she encouraged all to attend the Saturday evening service together each week and then, to participate in a social event each week, after the service, planned and organized by Suzanne.
What to study? Where to get the curriculum?? Suzanne found the Singles Network Ministries on their website, and the book “Jesus, Single Like Me!” After connecting with Kris Swiatocho, an immediate friendship was formed. Kris not only supplied Suzanne with many resources for starting a singles ministry, she has been a source of encouragement and a wealth of information. The study was a hit and we emailed Kris a picture of our group holding the book to thank her. Kris then came to Florida to speak at The Grace Place on “How Singles Connect……Online, Offline and Out Of Line!” This was about 8 months after Grace Singles started. It was an absolutely amazing night where all who came found Kris’ topic to be very relevant and helpful. 

Suzanne attended the Annual Labor Day Leader and Singles Conference in Black Mountain, NC. Sponsored by The Singles Network. The first two days was for leaders of singles ministry to encourage, support and equip with resources! The next two days were for all singles and Suzanne listened to guest speakers, participated in games and icebreakers, and learned of special events she could attend that would be relevant to the ministry. This gave Suzanne lots of resources to draw from as well as the confidence to undertake the next steps she needed to take to build the ministry.

As Grace Singles celebrates their 2nd Anniversary and reflect back on the past 2 years, I can see what God has done. Below are some highlights:

· There have been several salvations, baptisms and lives changed for Christ.

· There have been two couples who developed a friendship and now are married. 

· Several marriages reconciled through the DivorceCare Ministry.

· Several people who experienced the pain of Divorce gave their lives to Christ and now find their identity, healing and hope in Christ.

· The Development of a leadership team of 12 people and currently 25 volunteers.

· Classes for Single Parents.

· Several Members of the Grace Singles Ministry have been recognized by the church as the weekly Ministry Partner of the Week.

· More than 50% of the Grace Singles serve at the church in various ministries.

· Testimonies are being shared of how God is using our singles ministry to impact lives and those testimonies are being shared throughout the community. God is spreading the gospel.

· Singles in our community are finding a home church where they feel valued and finding their purpose serving.

Suzanne is thankful for her church which she as attended for 20 years and now has been on staff for almost 18. She is thankful for discipling and mentoring her to be the best she can be for God, for enabling her to see the value that single adults have, and for opening the church as a place for them to be accepted and loved just as they are. 

Every week The Grace Place church picks a “Grace Place Positive” which is something that happens during the week to let the members know how God is working in the ministries. Grace Singles 2nd Anniversary was chosen, and a video highlight was played in each of the services. 

The sermon that weekend was titled, “Mercy Means You Matter to God!”  Yes, EVERYONE MATTERS TO GOD. But as Suzanne watched the video, she felt God letting her know that Mercy Means Singles Matter to God, and that the best is yet to come! 

Suzanne thanks:

· Her heavenly Father who chose her to be part of his plan to reach the world. 

· Her church and Pastor Rick Addison, and The Grace Place for embracing the singles in their community and supporting Grace Singles in so many ways.

· Her husband, of 12 years, for being so supportive and part of Grace Singles.

· Kris Swiatocho from the Singles Network for encouragement, support and resources. 

· The leaders that partner with her in ministry.

ALL THE GLORY GOES TO HIM! Just as He promised in that first night of prayer for direction, there has been movement, excitement and growth.

' "Take a good look, friends, at who you were when you got called into this life. I don’t see many of the brightest and the best among you, not many influential, not many from high-society families. Isn’t it obvious that God deliberately chose men and women that the culture overlooks and exploits and abuses, chose these “nobodies” to expose the hollow pretensions of the “somebodies?" That makes it quite clear that none of you can get by with blowing your own horn before God. Everything that we have—right thinking and right living, a clean slate and a fresh start—comes from God by way of Jesus Christ. That’s why we have the saying, “If you’re going to blow a horn, blow a trumpet for God." '

1 Corinthians 1:31, from The Message

NIV VERSION 

'Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.” '

