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    ACCOUNTABILITY

4 QUALITIES OF ACCOUNTABILITY

1. Vulnerability-capable of being wounded, shown to be wrong, even admitting it before being confronted.

2. Teachability-a willingness to learn, being quick to hear and respond to reproof, being open to counsel.

3. Availability-accessible, touchable, able to be interrupted.

4. Honesty-committed to the truth regardless of how much it hurts, a willingness to admit the truth no matter how difficult or humiliating the admission may be. Hating all that is phone or false.

BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES

1. Accountability to God is inescapable and I inevitable (Matt 12:35-36; Rom 14:10-12

2. Accountability to spiritual leaders is commanded by God and Is profitable to use (1 Cor 16:13-16; Heb 13:15)

3. Accountability to one another is helpful and healthy (Rom 12: 9-16, 15:1-2, 14; Gal 5:25-6:2). All of us go through stressful times. If we have no one near during an extended period of high-level stress, chances are good we may lose our perspective. If the stress gets great enough, we could crack. The solution? We need to be accountable. 

ADVANTAGES OF ACCOUNTABILITY

1. When we are regularly accountable, we’re less likely to stumble into a trap. (Prov. 13:10, 14, 18, 20; 15: 31-33)

2. When we are regularly accountable, we are more likely to see the whole picture (Prov. 27:17, 19)

3. When we are regularly accountable, we are not likely to get away with sinful and unwise actions (Prov. 27:6). Among other things, that limits those who wound us to those who love us. This tells me that not everyone has a right to climb into our life and come down on us with rebuke. No, that is a privilege and responsibility of someone with whom we have established a love relationship. A love relationship, based on time spent together and a deep knowledge of each other, provides the oil and rebukes need in order for them to be accepted. There are times when it’s necessary for us to be bruised by a friend’s straight talk.

AN HONEST EVALUTAION OF OURSELVES

1. Can you name one or more people outside your family to whom you have made yourself regularly accountable?

2. Are you aware of the dangers of unaccountability?

3. When was the last time you gave an account for the “private areas” of your life to someone outside your family?

4. Write 5-10 least desirable (or asked) questions to be kept accountable for. 
