The Ten Things All Singles Need to Know and Apply

By Pastor James Patterson, First Baptist, Dallas, TX
1. Establish a heading

Proverbs 15:21 NIV

Folly delights a man who lacks judgment, but a man of understanding keeps a straight course. 

Church hopping – a bee from flower to flower

Proverbs 2:1-10 NIV

2 My son, if you accept my words

and store up my commands within you, 

2 turning your ear to wisdom

and applying your heart to understanding, 

3 and if you call out for insight

and cry aloud for understanding, 

4 and if you look for it as for silver

and search for it as for hidden treasure, 

5 then you will understand the fear of the Lord

and find the knowledge of God. 

6 For the Lord gives wisdom,

and from his mouth come knowledge and understanding. 

7 He holds victory in store for the upright,

he is a shield to those whose walk is blameless, 

8 for he guards the course of the just

and protects the way of his faithful ones. 

9 Then you will understand what is right and just

and fair — every good path. 

10 For wisdom will enter your heart,

and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul. 

11 Discretion will protect you,

and understanding will guard you. 

2. Be someone worthy of an investment

Proverbs 4:23 NIV
Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life. 
3. Be considerate

Philippians 2:3 NIV

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves.
4. Give God license to change your mind (throw away the lists)

Psalm 25:12 NLT

Who are those who fear the Lord? He will show them the path they should choose.
5. Off-color humor is stupid, immature and a HUGE red flag

Ephesians 5:3 NIV
But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God's holy people. 

6. Cultivate your reputation and then protect it (keep yourself above reproach)

Proverbs 31:10 NIV

A wife of noble character who can find? She is worth far more than rubies. 

7. Expect God to answer and give you the desires of your heart
Psalm 37:3-6 NIV

3 Trust in the Lord and do good;

dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture. 

4 Delight yourself in the Lord

and he will give you the desires of your heart. 

5 Commit your way to the Lord;

trust in him and he will do this: 

6 He will make your righteousness shine like the dawn,

the justice of your cause like the noonday sun.

8. Be direct

Matthew 5:37 NIV

37 Simply let your 'Yes' be 'Yes,' and your 'No,' 'No'; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.

9. Be yourself (don’t be afraid to say hello; don’t worry about what people may do)

Psalm 139:13-14 NIV

13 For you created my inmost being;

you knit me together in my mother's womb. 

14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made;

your works are wonderful,

I know that full well. 

10. Cultivate deep and meaningful friendships with others

Acts 2:46-47 NIV

Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.

Ben Young – “Getting grouped…It is being involved with others beyond superficiality. It is about being in deeper relationships where there is trust, safety, and vulnerability…men and women who are passionate about life are always involved in some sort of group.”

